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THE LIFE AND COMPLETE WORKS OF
SAYID KAMIL EMAMI (AWAT)
KURDISH POET (1903 — 1989)

ANALYSED BY

ANWAR SOLTANI

Awat was born in Zenbeel and lived in several villages all in south-
west Bokan, a town in eastern Kurdistan (Iran). He belonged to a
dynasty of mystical sheikhs and attended various religious schools
around the same region for 18 years. Due to his political views as a
Kurdish nationalist, he was arrested, tortured and imprisoned by the
Iranian police for a few years during which he was elected, in
absentia, as an honorary member of the Central Committee of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran. He showed bravery to stand for
the rights of Kurds not only in Iran but also in Iraq, Turkey and other
places where his fellow stateless Kurds lived, and as a result, his
poems became Kurdish anthems sang by established singers and the
wider population.

This collection offers the reader an example of making peace between
social life, religion and politics, which are often in contrast with each
other.

The editor has attempted to date almost all 219 pieces of the
collection in relation to the region’s political events of the time, while
detailing the rich language and unique vocabulary of the poet.



