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A Reply

By “Sherko Bekas”, Kurdish Poet (2/5/1940 - 4/8/2013)

When Halabja was drowned®

| wrote a long grievance letter
To God.

Before | read it to the people
| recited it to a tree

The tree wailed.

A nearby courier- bird wondered

How could | deliver the letter to God

-If you hope that | will do it for you, he said,
It is not in my power

To reach the God’s empyrean.

Later that night,

Clad in black, my poetry angel

Consolidated me saying not to be worried

As she will take the letter up, she said, to summit, to the skies

But not to Almighty’s own hand

' Halabja is the name of a Kurdish town in Northern Iraq which was chemical bombarded by the Baath Party in
1988. Five thousand people were suffocated in the matter of few minutes as a result of the operation.



You know, she said, no body
Has the power of see the Lord

Thank you, | said, but you better start your journey

The inspiration angel started her expedition
And took my grievance letter with her
The day after, she returned
Somebody called Obeyd,

The fourth ranked secretary of God,
Had written following note in Arabic
On the footnote

Of my same letter:

“You silly man!

Do translate your letter into Arabic,
Nobody understands Kurdish here

And we will not going to pass it to the God as well!”

Suleymaniyeh, 14/12/2005

Translated by Anwar Soltani
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